A Parent's Guide to Navigating the Options
Available to Our Kids After High School

As a parent, it can be daunting to think about your child's future after high
school. There are so many options available, and it can be difficult to know
where to start. This guide will provide you with the essential information
and resources you need to help your child make informed decisions about
their future.

College

College is the traditional path for many high school graduates. It offers a
chance to earn a degree that can lead to a wide range of careers. However,
college is not the right choice for everyone. It is important to consider your
child's interests, abilities, and financial situation before making a decision.
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If your child is considering college, there are a few things you can do to
help them prepare.

= Encourage them to start thinking about what they want to study. They
can explore their interests by taking classes, volunteering, or working
in different fields.

= Help them research different colleges and universities. They should
consider the size, location, and cost of each school.

=  Work with them to create a budget for college. This will help them
understand the financial implications of their decision.

Career

If your child is not interested in college, there are many other career options
available to them. They can enter the workforce directly after high school,
or they can pursue vocational training or an apprenticeship.

There are many different types of jobs available, so it is important to help
your child explore their options. They can do this by talking to people in
different professions, volunteering, or taking career assessments.

Once your child has identified some potential career paths, they can start to
develop the skills and experience they need to succeed. This may involve
taking classes, completing an internship, or getting certified.

Trade School

Trade schools offer training in specific trades, such as plumbing, electrical
work, and carpentry. This type of training can lead to a good-paying job in a
high-demand field.



If your child is interested in a trade, there are a few things you can do to

help them get started.

= Encourage them to explore their interests by taking classes or working
in different trades.

= Help them research different trade schools. They should consider the
cost, location, and reputation of each school.

=  Work with them to create a budget for trade school. This will help them
understand the financial implications of their decision.

Military

The military offers a unique opportunity for young people to gain valuable
experience and skills. They can learn about leadership, teamwork, and
discipline. They can also earn a college degree or trade certification while

serving.

If your child is interested in the military, there are a few things you can do to
help them prepare.

= Encourage them to stay in shape and eat healthy. They will need to be
in good physical condition to join the military.

= Help them research different branches of the military. They should
consider the size, location, and mission of each branch.

=  Work with them to create a plan for after their military service. This will
help them transition smoothly to civilian life.

Gap Year



A gap year is a year off between high school and college or a career. This
can be a valuable time for young people to explore their interests, gain new
experiences, and mature.

There are many different ways to spend a gap year. Your child can travel,
volunteer, work, or take classes. They can also participate in a structured
program that provides them with opportunities to learn and grow.

If your child is considering a gap year, there are a few things you can do to
help them prepare.

= Encourage them to start planning early. They should research different
gap year programs and activities.

= Help them create a budget for their gap year. This will help them
understand the financial implications of their decision.

= Work with them to develop a plan for after their gap year. This will help
them transition smoothly to college or a career.
Parenting

Parenting is one of the most challenging and rewarding jobs in the world. It
is important to remember that you are not alone. There are many resources
available to help you support your child as they make decisions about their
future.

Here are a few tips for parenting a high school student:

= Be supportive. Let your child know that you love and support them, no
matter what they decide to do.



= Be informed. Learn about the different options available to your child
and help them make informed decisions.

= Be involved. Stay involved in your child's education and extracurricular
activities. This will help you understand their interests and goals.

= Be patient. It takes time for young people to make decisions about
their future. Be patient with your child and support them every step of
the way.

Education

Education is the key to success in the 21st century. It is important to
encourage your child to continue their education beyond high school.

There are many different ways to continue your education. Your child can
attend college, trade school, or an online program. They can also learn
through apprenticeships, certifications, or self-study.

No matter how your child chooses to continue their education, the
important thing is that they never stop learning. Education is a lifelong
journey that will open up new opportunities and possibilities.

Future Planning

The future is bright for our children. There are many opportunities available
to them, and it is up to us to help them make informed decisions about their
future.

By providing your child with the information and resources they need, you
can help them navigate the options available to them and choose a path
that will lead to a successful and fulfilling life.
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