
John Cassavetes and the Making of Love
Streams: A Journey into the Heart of
Independent Cinema
John Cassavetes was one of the most influential filmmakers of the 20th
century, known for his groundbreaking work in independent cinema.
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One of his most acclaimed films, Love Streams (1984),is a deeply personal
and moving story of two estranged siblings who reunite after years of
separation.

In John Cassavetes and the Making of Love Streams, author Jonathan
Rosenbaum provides a comprehensive account of the production of this
classic film, drawing on interviews with Cassavetes, his cast and crew, and
archival research.
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Rosenbaum's book sheds light on the creative process behind Love
Streams, from its inception to its release, and explores the film's themes of
love, loss, and redemption.

The Genesis of Love Streams

The idea for Love Streams came to Cassavetes in the early 1980s, when
he was struggling with his own personal life. He was going through a
divorce, and his father had recently died.

Cassavetes began to write a screenplay about two siblings who were
struggling with similar issues. He drew on his own experiences to create
the characters of Robert and Sarah Lawson, two people who are deeply
flawed but still capable of love.
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Casting the Film

Cassavetes was known for working with a close-knit group of actors, and
Love Streams was no exception. He cast his wife, Gena Rowlands, in the
role of Sarah, and his friend Peter Falk in the role of Robert.

Rowlands and Falk were both perfect for their roles, and they brought a
deep understanding of the characters to the screen. Cassavetes also cast
John Marley as Sarah's father, and Dianne Wiest as Robert's wife.

The cast of Love Streams was one of the most talented ensembles in
Cassavetes' career, and they helped to create a film that is both moving
and unforgettable.

Shooting the Film

Cassavetes shot Love Streams on a low budget, using a small crew and a
cinéma vérité style. He shot the film in New York City, and he used the
city's streets and apartments as backdrops for the characters' stories.

Cassavetes gave his actors a lot of freedom on set, and he encouraged
them to improvise and explore their characters. This approach created a
sense of realism and authenticity that is evident in every frame of the film.



John Cassavetes and Gena Rowlands on the set of Love Streams

The Critical Reception of Love Streams

Love Streams was released in 1984 to critical acclaim. Critics praised the
film's performances, its direction, and its realism. The film was nominated
for three Academy Awards, including Best Director for Cassavetes.

Love Streams is now considered one of the greatest films of the 1980s, and
it is a testament to Cassavetes' genius as a filmmaker.

John Cassavetes and the Making of Love Streams is a fascinating and
insightful look at the creative process behind one of the most acclaimed
films of the independent cinema era.
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Through interviews with Cassavetes, his cast and crew, and archival
research, author Jonathan Rosenbaum provides a comprehensive account
of the production of Love Streams, from its inception to its release.

John Cassavetes and the Making of Love Streams is a must-read for fans
of Cassavetes' work, and for anyone interested in the history of
independent cinema.
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