
New York White Shoe Law Firms: How They
Started, How They Grew, and How They Ran
In the late 19th century, a new type of law firm emerged in New York City.
These firms were known as "white shoe" firms, and they quickly became
the most prestigious and powerful law firms in the world.
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White shoe firms were typically founded by wealthy and well-connected
lawyers. They were often located in the most prestigious parts of
Manhattan, and they had a reputation for providing the highest quality legal
services to their clients.

White shoe firms played a major role in the development of the modern
legal profession. They helped to create the system of legal specialization
that is still used today. They also played a key role in the development of
the American legal system.
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In this book, author David Margolick tells the story of the rise of New York's
white shoe law firms. He draws on extensive archival research and
interviews with dozens of lawyers and law firm leaders to provide a detailed
and nuanced account of the development of these firms.

Margolick's book is a fascinating and informative look at one of the most
important institutions in the American legal system. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in the history of law firms, the legal profession, or big
law.

How White Shoe Law Firms Started

The first white shoe law firms were founded in the late 19th century by
wealthy and well-connected lawyers. These lawyers were often graduates
of the best law schools in the country, and they had a reputation for
providing the highest quality legal services to their clients.

One of the most important factors in the success of white shoe firms was
their ability to attract and retain top talent. These firms were able to offer
their lawyers high salaries and prestigious working conditions, which made
them a magnet for the best and brightest law school graduates.

Another important factor in the success of white shoe firms was their ability
to develop and maintain close relationships with their clients. These firms
were able to provide their clients with the highest quality legal services, and
they were also able to provide them with access to the most powerful
people in the business and political worlds.

As a result of these factors, white shoe firms quickly became the most
prestigious and powerful law firms in New York City.



How White Shoe Law Firms Grew

White shoe law firms grew rapidly in the early 20th century. This growth
was due in part to the increasing demand for legal services from
businesses and individuals. It was also due to the firms' ability to attract
and retain top talent.

As white shoe firms grew, they began to develop a number of unique
characteristics. These characteristics included:

A focus on specialization. White shoe firms were among the first law
firms to specialize in particular areas of law, such as corporate law,
litigation, and tax law.

A hierarchical structure. White shoe firms were typically organized into
a hierarchy, with partners at the top and associates at the bottom.

A strong emphasis on client service. White shoe firms were known for
providing their clients with the highest quality legal services possible.

These characteristics helped white shoe firms to become the most
prestigious and powerful law firms in the world.

How White Shoe Law Firms Ran

White shoe law firms were typically run by a small group of partners. These
partners were responsible for making all of the major decisions for the firm,
including hiring and firing lawyers, setting salaries, and developing the
firm's strategic direction.

The partners of white shoe firms were typically very powerful and influential
people. They were often graduates of the best law schools in the country,



and they had a reputation for providing the highest quality legal services to
their clients.

The partners of white shoe firms were also very demanding. They expected
their lawyers to work long hours and to produce high-quality work. They
also expected their lawyers to be loyal to the firm and to its clients.

The culture of white shoe law firms was very competitive. Lawyers were
constantly competing for the favor of their partners, and they were often
willing to do whatever it took to get ahead.

This competitive culture could be very stressful for lawyers, but it also
helped to create a sense of camaraderie among them. Lawyers at white
shoe firms were proud to work for their firms, and they were willing to do
whatever it took to make their firms successful.

The Legacy of White Shoe Law Firms

White shoe law firms have had a profound impact on the American legal
system. They have helped to create the system of legal specialization that
is still used today. They have also played a key role in the development of
the American legal system.

Today, white shoe law firms continue to be the most prestigious and
powerful law firms in the world. They provide their clients with the highest
quality legal services possible, and they play a key role in the business and
political worlds.

The legacy of white shoe law firms is one of excellence and innovation.
These firms have helped to shape the American legal system, and they



continue to play a vital role in the business and political worlds.
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