
One House, Five Families, and a Century of
German History
In the heart of Berlin, there is an apartment building that has stood for over
a century. It has witnessed the rise and fall of empires, the horrors of war,
and the joy of reunification. And within its walls, five families have lived out
their lives, their stories intertwining with the larger story of Germany itself.

The building was built in 1901, during the German Empire. It was a time of
great prosperity and optimism, and the building reflected that spirit. It was
designed in the Jugendstil style, with elegant curves and intricate details.
The apartments were spacious and well-appointed, and the building was
home to a mix of wealthy families, artists, and intellectuals.
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But the building's idyllic facade hid a darker reality. The German Empire
was a deeply divided society, with a wide gap between the rich and the
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poor. And within the building itself, there were tensions between the
different families. The wealthy families looked down on the poorer families,
and the artists and intellectuals were often seen as outsiders.

The divisions within the building became even more pronounced after
World War I. Germany was defeated in the war, and the country was
plunged into chaos. The building was damaged in the fighting, and many of
the families were forced to leave. Those who remained struggled to survive
in the postwar years.

In 1933, the Nazis came to power in Germany. The Nazis persecuted Jews
and other minorities, and they also cracked down on dissent. The families
in the building were divided on the Nazis. Some supported the Nazis, while
others were opposed to them.

The building was damaged again during World War II. And after the war, it
was located in East Germany. The East German government nationalized
the building, and the families who had lived there were forced to leave. The
building was turned into a communal apartment building, and it housed
several different families.

In 1989, the Berlin Wall fell, and Germany was reunified. The families who
had been forced to leave the building were able to return. And the building
itself was restored to its former glory.

Today, the building is a symbol of German history. It has stood through
wars and revolutions, and it has housed families from all walks of life. The
building is a reminder of the resilience of the German people, and it is a
testament to the power of history.



The Five Families

The five families who have lived in the building over the years are:

1. The Meyer family: A wealthy Jewish family who lived in the building
from 1901 to 1933.

2. The Schmidt family: A working-class family who lived in the building
from 1901 to 1945.

3. The Müller family: An artistic family who lived in the building from 1901
to 1933.

4. The Weber family: A Nazi family who lived in the building from 1933 to
1945.

5. The Schulze family: A working-class family who lived in the building
from 1945 to 1989.

The stories of these five families are told in the book "One House, Five
Families, and a Century of German History" by Janosch Tzschorn. The
book is a fascinating and moving account of the lives of these families, and
it provides a unique insight into the history of Germany.

The book has been praised by critics for its rich storytelling and its powerful
insights into German history. It has been translated into several languages,
and it has become a bestseller in Germany.

If you are interested in German history, or if you are looking for a moving
and thought-provoking read, then I highly recommend "One House, Five
Families, and a Century of German History."
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