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In the realm of literature, few writers have explored the depths of the
human experience with the same acumen and candor as Jerzy Kosinski.
His seminal novel, The Painted Bird, and other celebrated literary works
have indelibly etched his name in the annals of modern fiction. In his essay
collection, Passing By, Kosinski once again invites readers into the
labyrinthine corridors of his mind, offering a kaleidoscope of insights into
the human condition, the complexities of memory, and the relentless
passage of time.

An Intimate Journey Through Time

Spanning three decades, from 1962 to 1991, Passing By is not a mere
compendium of essays but a cohesive memoir, a chronicle of Kosinski's
intellectual and emotional evolution. The essays traverse a vast temporal
expanse, from his early experiences during World War II to his later years
as a renowned author. Each essay is a fragment, a brushstroke adding
depth and nuance to the broader canvas of his life.

In "The Painter and the Jury," Kosinski revisits his troubled childhood in
Nazi-occupied Poland. With unflinching honesty, he delves into the depths
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of memory, exploring the haunting traumas that shaped his worldview.
Through a series of vivid vignettes, he paints a chilling portrait of a time
when innocence was shattered and the boundaries of humanity blurred.

Navigating the Labyrinth of Memory

Throughout Passing By, Kosinski grapples with the elusive and often
treacherous nature of memory. In "The Memory Bank," he examines the
interplay between personal and collective memory. He argues that history
is not a static entity but a fluid narrative constantly being shaped and
reshaped by the subjective experiences of individuals.

In "Music Is Memories," Kosinski delves into the profound connection
between music and memory. He posits that music has the power to unlock
hidden recesses of our minds, evoking forgotten emotions and transporting
us back to distant moments in time. The essay is a testament to the
transformative power of art, its ability to bridge the gap between the past
and present.

Exploring the Absurdities and Inconsistencies of Life

Kosinski's essays are not limited to introspective reflections on memory and
the past. He also turns his keen eye toward the absurdities and
contradictions of human existence. In "On Writers and Assassins," he
skewers the pretentiousness of the literary world, exposing the hypocrisy
and self-importance that often plague the profession.

In "The Interview," Kosinski presents a satirical take on the art of self-
promotion and self-mythologizing. He weaves a darkly humorous tale of an
author whose fabricated past and grandiose claims unravel under the



scrutiny of a probing interviewer. The essay serves as a cautionary tale
about the dangers of blurring the lines between truth and fiction.

Passing By is not simply a collection of essays but a literary mosaic, a
profound meditation on the human condition. Through his incisive prose
and unflinching exploration of the human psyche, Jerzy Kosinski invites
readers to confront the complexities of memory, time, and the absurdity of
life. Each essay is a poignant reminder that we are all fellow travelers on
the journey of existence, and that in the tapestry of life, our memories and
experiences weave the intricate patterns that define us.

For those seeking a literary odyssey that challenges conventional wisdom
and offers profound insights into the human heart, Passing By is an
essential read. Jerzy Kosinski's masterful prose and unwavering honesty
will resonate long after the final page is turned.
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