
Richard Pierpoint and the Coloured Corps of
Upper Canada: Canadians at War
In the annals of Canadian history, the story of Richard Pierpoint and the
Coloured Corps of Upper Canada stands as a testament to the courage,
determination, and resilience of a group of soldiers who fought for their
country against overwhelming odds.
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Richard Pierpoint was born in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1775. He was the
son of a free black man and a white woman. Pierpoint's father was a
successful businessman, and he provided his son with a good education.
Pierpoint studied law and became a successful lawyer in his own right.

When the War of 1812 broke out, Pierpoint was one of the first to volunteer
to fight for his country. He was appointed captain of the Coloured Corps of
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Upper Canada, a unit made up of free black men and slaves. The Coloured
Corps was one of the first units of its kind in North America.

The Coloured Corps fought with distinction in several battles during the War
of 1812, including the Battle of Queenston Heights and the Battle of
Crysler's Farm. Pierpoint himself was seriously wounded at the Battle of
Queenston Heights, but he recovered and continued to lead his men.

The Coloured Corps was disbanded after the War of 1812, but Pierpoint
continued to serve his country. He was appointed to the Legislative
Assembly of Upper Canada in 1831, and he served for several years.

Pierpoint's story is a powerful reminder of the contributions of black
Canadians to the history of this country. The Coloured Corps of Upper
Canada was a brave and determined group of soldiers who fought for their
country against overwhelming odds. Their story is a testament to the
courage, determination, and resilience of the black community in Canada.

The Coloured Corps of Upper Canada

The Coloured Corps of Upper Canada was a unit of the British Army that
was formed in 1813. The unit was made up of free black men and slaves
who were recruited from Upper Canada (now Ontario). The Coloured Corps
was one of the first units of its kind in North America.

The Coloured Corps was commanded by Captain Richard Pierpoint, a free
black man from Boston, Massachusetts. Pierpoint was a successful lawyer
and businessman before the war. He was also a strong advocate for the
abolition of slavery.



The Coloured Corps fought with distinction in several battles during the War
of 1812, including the Battle of Queenston Heights and the Battle of
Crysler's Farm. The unit's performance in these battles helped to dispel the
myth that black soldiers were not capable of fighting.

The Coloured Corps was disbanded after the War of 1812, but its legacy
continues to this day. The unit's performance in battle helped to pave the
way for the eventual abolition of slavery in Canada.

The Challenges Faced by the Coloured Corps

The Coloured Corps faced a number of challenges during its existence.
The unit was often understaffed and underfunded. The soldiers were also
subjected to discrimination and prejudice from both the British Army and
the civilian population.

Despite these challenges, the Coloured Corps fought bravely and with
distinction. The unit's performance in battle helped to dispel the myth that
black soldiers were not capable of fighting. The Coloured Corps also
helped to pave the way for the eventual abolition of slavery in Canada.

The Legacy of the Coloured Corps

The legacy of the Coloured Corps is one of courage, determination, and
resilience. The unit's performance in battle helped to dispel the myth that
black soldiers were not capable of fighting. The Coloured Corps also
helped to pave the way for the eventual abolition of slavery in Canada.

The story of the Coloured Corps is a powerful reminder of the contributions
of black Canadians to the history of this country. The Coloured Corps is a



testament to the courage, determination, and resilience of the black
community in Canada.

Richard Pierpoint and the Coloured Corps of Upper Canada is a fascinating
and important story that sheds light on the role of black Canadians in the
War of 1812. The Coloured Corps was a brave and determined group of
soldiers who fought for their country against overwhelming odds. Their
story is a testament to the courage, determination, and resilience of the
black community in Canada.
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