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Burlesque, an art form that has captivated audiences for over a century, is
renowned for its captivating performances and glamorous costumes. From
the Victorian era to the modern day, these garments have evolved
dramatically, reflecting the changing societal norms, technological
advancements, and artistic vision of each era.
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In this comprehensive article, we embark on a captivating journey through
the history of burlesque costumes, exploring their humble origins, their
transformation over time, and the cultural significance they hold. We delve
into the stories behind these iconic garments, uncovering the creative
minds that designed them and the extraordinary performers who brought
them to life.

The Dawn of Burlesque: Victorian Origins and Vaudeville Influence
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The roots of burlesque can be traced back to the Victorian era, where it
emerged as a satirical form of entertainment that poked fun at popular
culture and social conventions. Performers often wore costumes that
parodied the exaggerated fashion of the time, with ample use of corsets,
bustles, and layers of frills.

As burlesque evolved into vaudeville in the early 20th century, costumes
became more elaborate and flamboyant. Performers sought to outdo each
other with their dazzling outfits, incorporating feathers, sequins, and
intricate beadwork. This era marked the birth of the iconic "showgirl"
costume, with its revealing gowns and towering headdresses.

Golden Age of Burlesque: Glamour and Excess



The 1940s and 1950s ushered in the Golden Age of Burlesque, a period of
unprecedented popularity and glamour. Performers such as Gypsy Rose
Lee and Lili St. Cyr became household names, known for their audacious
costumes that pushed the boundaries of decency.

During this era, costumes became more revealing and provocative, with
sheer fabrics, plunging necklines, and strategically placed embellishments.
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Performers embraced the concept of "less is more," using their costumes to
tease and tantalize their audiences.

The Decline and Resurgence of Burlesque

In the 1960s, the popularity of burlesque declined as other forms of
entertainment gained traction. However, the allure of burlesque costumes
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never truly faded, and the art form experienced a resurgence in the 1990s
and early 2000s.

Modern burlesque costumes draw inspiration from both the past and the
present. Performers blend vintage elements with contemporary trends,
creating a unique and eclectic style. The emphasis on inclusivity and
diversity has also led to a wider variety of costumes, reflecting the diverse
range of performers who grace the burlesque stage today.

The Creative Minds Behind Burlesque Costumes



The creation of a burlesque costume is a collaborative process that
involves the performer, the costume designer, and often a team of skilled
artisans. Costume designers play a crucial role in capturing the essence of
the performance and the performer's personality.

Over the years, legendary costume designers have left an indelible mark
on the world of burlesque. Names such as Bob Mackie, Sydney Guilaroff,
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and Mr. Pearl are synonymous with iconic burlesque looks. Their creations
have adorned the bodies of some of the most famous performers, bringing
their characters to life on stage.

The Impact of Burlesque Costumes on Popular Culture

The influence of burlesque costumes extends far beyond the stage. They
have inspired fashion designers, influenced popular culture, and become a
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symbol of glamour and sensuality.

Burlesque costumes have been featured in countless movies, television
shows, and music videos. They have also found their way into mainstream
fashion, with designers incorporating burlesque elements into their
collections.

: The Enduring Legacy of Burlesque Costumes
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The Costumes of Burlesque 1866-2024 is a testament to the enduring
legacy of this captivating art form. Through their evolution over time,
burlesque costumes have reflected the changing societal norms,
technological advancements, and artistic vision of each era.

These garments are more than just pieces of fabric; they are expressions
of creativity, artistry, and female empowerment. They have captivated
audiences for generations and continue to inspire and fascinate to this day.

As we delve into the pages of The Costumes of Burlesque 1866-2024, we
embark on a journey through the alluring world of burlesque, uncovering
the stories behind these iconic garments and the remarkable people who
brought them to life.
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