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Frank Hamer was an American law enforcement officer who spent most of
his career as a Texas Ranger. He is best known for leading the team that
tracked down and killed notorious outlaws Bonnie and Clyde in 1934.
Hamer's life was a thrilling and dangerous adventure, filled with countless
encounters with criminals and outlaws, and his legacy as a fearless Texas
Ranger continues to inspire to this day.
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Early Life and Career

Frank Hamer was born on March 17, 1884, in Fairview, Texas. He grew up
in a poor farming family and had little formal education. As a young man,
Hamer worked as a cowboy and a farmer before joining the Texas Rangers
in 1906. Hamer quickly proved to be a skilled and courageous Ranger, and
he quickly rose through the ranks.

During his early years as a Ranger, Hamer participated in numerous raids
and shootouts with outlaws and criminals. He developed a reputation for
being fearless and ruthless, and he was often sent on the most dangerous
assignments. Hamer's reputation as a fearless lawman grew, and he
became one of the most respected Rangers in the state.

The Hunt for Bonnie and Clyde

In 1934, Bonnie and Clyde embarked on a violent crime spree that
terrorized the Midwest. The duo robbed banks and killed numerous people,
and they quickly became one of the most wanted criminals in the United
States. Hamer was assigned to lead the task force that would track down
and capture Bonnie and Clyde.

Hamer and his team spent months tracking Bonnie and Clyde, and they
finally caught up with them in a cornfield near Gibsland, Louisiana, on May
23, 1934. A fierce gunfight ensued, and both Bonnie and Clyde were killed.
Hamer's team was victorious, and the reign of terror of Bonnie and Clyde
came to an end.

Later Life and Legacy

After the deaths of Bonnie and Clyde, Hamer continued to serve as a Texas
Ranger until his retirement in 1935. He then worked as a private



investigator and security consultant. Hamer died in 1955 at the age of 71,
and he was buried in Austin, Texas.

Frank Hamer is remembered as one of the most legendary Texas Rangers
in history. His fearless pursuit of Bonnie and Clyde cemented his legacy as
a fearless lawman, and his story continues to inspire people to this day.
Hamer's life is a reminder of the courage and determination of the men and
women who serve in law enforcement, and his legacy will continue to be
honored for generations to come.

Additional Reading

Frank Hamer at the Texas Ranger Hall of Fame

Frank Hamer at Encyclopedia Britannica

Bonnie and Clyde at the FBI website
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