
The Tree by John Fowles: A Haunting Tale of
Love, Loss, and Redemption
John Fowles's The Tree is a haunting and evocative novel that explores the
themes of love, loss, and redemption. Set in a rural English village, the
story follows the lives of a group of people who are connected by a single
tree. As the novel progresses, the tree becomes a symbol of both the
beauty and the fragility of life.

The novel begins with the arrival of a young woman named Sarah in the
village. Sarah is a painter, and she is immediately drawn to the tree that
stands in the center of the village green. She begins to paint the tree, and
as she does, she becomes increasingly obsessed with it.

Sarah's obsession with the tree soon begins to take over her life. She
neglects her painting, and she becomes increasingly isolated from the
people around her. The villagers begin to worry about her, and they try to
intervene. But Sarah is beyond their reach.
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One day, Sarah disappears. She is never seen again, but her painting of
the tree remains. The villagers are left to wonder what happened to her,
and they are haunted by the memory of her obsession.

The Tree is a complex and multi-layered novel that has been interpreted in
many different ways. Some critics have seen the novel as an allegory of the
human condition. The tree, with its beauty and its fragility, represents the
human soul. Sarah's obsession with the tree represents the human desire
for connection and meaning.

Other critics have seen the novel as a more personal story. Fowles himself
was a passionate gardener, and he often wrote about the natural world.
The tree in the novel may be seen as a symbol of Fowles's own love of
nature.

Whatever the interpretation, The Tree is a haunting and evocative novel
that will stay with you long after you finish it. It is a story about love, loss,
and redemption, and it is a powerful reminder of the beauty and the fragility
of life.

Characters

Sarah: A young woman who becomes obsessed with the tree in the
village green.

The villagers: The people who live in the village and who are affected
by Sarah's obsession.

The tree: A symbol of both the beauty and the fragility of life.

Themes



Love

Loss

Redemption

The human condition

The natural world

Setting

The novel is set in a rural English village. The village is a small, close-knit
community, and the people are deeply affected by the events that take
place.

Style

Fowles's writing is lyrical and evocative. He uses vivid imagery and
symbolism to create a powerful and memorable atmosphere.

Impact

The Tree has been praised by critics for its beauty, its power, and its
originality. It is a novel that will stay with you long after you finish it.
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