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Queen Victoria was one of the most influential monarchs in British history.
Her reign spanned over six decades, during which she oversaw a period of
great social, economic, and political change. She was a beloved figurehead
for her people, and her reign is often referred to as the "Victorian era."

Early Life and Accession to the Throne

Victoria was born on May 24, 1819, at Kensington Palace in London. She
was the only child of Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, and Princess Victoria of
Saxe-Coburg-Saalfeld. Her father died when she was just eight months old,
and she was raised by her mother and her governess, Louise Lehzen.

Victoria's accession to the throne was unexpected. Her father was the
fourth son of King George III, and she was not expected to inherit the
crown. However, her three older uncles all died without leaving any
legitimate heirs, so she became the heir presumptive in 1837.
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Victoria became queen on June 20, 1837, at the age of 18. She was
crowned at Westminster Abbey on June 28, 1838.

Marriage and Family

In 1840, Victoria married Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha. Albert was a
handsome and intelligent man, and he quickly became Victoria's closest
confidant and advisor. They had nine children together.

Victoria and Albert were a devoted couple, and their marriage was a happy
one. However, Albert died in 1861, at the age of 42. Victoria was
devastated by his death, and she never fully recovered from her grief.

The Victorian Era

The Victorian era was a time of great social, economic, and political
change. Britain underwent a period of rapid industrialization, and the
country's population grew rapidly. The Victorian era also saw the rise of the
middle class, and the expansion of the British Empire.

Victoria played an important role in shaping the Victorian era. She was a
strong supporter of industry and commerce, and she helped to promote
British trade and investment. She was also a devout Christian, and she
played a key role in the growth of the Church of England.

Victoria was also a popular figurehead for her people. She was known for
her strong work ethic and her dedication to her duties. She was also a
loving mother and grandmother, and she was adored by her family.

Later Life and Death



After Albert's death, Victoria withdrew from public life. She spent much of
her time at Osborne House on the Isle of Wight, and she rarely visited
London. However, she continued to work hard behind the scenes, and she
remained a powerful influence on British politics.

Victoria died on January 22, 1901, at Osborne House. She was 81 years
old. She was buried at Windsor Castle alongside her beloved Albert.

Legacy

Queen Victoria was one of the most influential monarchs in British history.
Her reign spanned over six decades, and she oversaw a period of great
social, economic, and political change. She was a beloved figurehead for
her people, and her reign is often referred to as the "Victorian era."

Victoria's legacy is still felt today. She helped to shape the modern British
monarchy, and she is remembered as one of the greatest monarchs in
British history.
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